Time And Materials Accounting  and  Daylight Savings Time

There is a nifty system in TMA that distinguishes between 1:30st (standard time - before the time change) and 1:30am (after the time change). Unfortunately, most Windows users have their systems set to automatically adjust the computer's clock thus defeating the TMA system. 

To check your Windows settings, from the Start menu, select Settings > Control Panel > Date/Time > Time Zone. 

If you activate the 'Automatically adjust clock for daylight savings changes' box, you cannot use the TMA daylight savings feature and this document does not apply to you. Remove (or 'rem' out) lines that start with DST in your Config.tma file.  If you use bar code scanners, be sure to download all the scanners after the automatic time change (even if they have not been used). This resets their internal clocks. 

To use the TMA daylight savings feature, you must un-check the 'Automatically adjust clock for daylight savings changes' box.  Then check your CONFIG.TMA file.  You should find lines such as:

DSTSTART=04-03-94

DSTEND=10-30-94

You must edit the CONFIG.TMA file to update these dates each year.

When the day comes to change the clocks, DO NOT CHANGE THE COMPUTER'S INTERNAL CLOCK BEFORE 4:00AM.  The Time and Materials Accounting program will compensate for the time change until you actually change the computer's internal clock some time that day between 4:00am and 11:00pm.  (see Appendix A of the TMA Manual)

If you use portable bar code scanners:

Due to a bug in the program, you cannot use the scanners on the day daylight savings ends (in the fall) until after you change the computer's internal clock (after 4am).  ie. Download and stop using scanners by midnight the night before.

1) Before you make any corrections to the computer's internal date and time, you must download the portable bar code scanners.

2) Use the Setup menu to correct the computer's internal date and time.

3) In the spring, you must edit the CONFIG.TMA file and change the DSTSTART value to next year's start date before you use the scanners (another bug).

4) You must then download the scanners again (even though there is no new data in them).  This resets the clock in the portable bar code scanners.

Fold pages 2 and 3 of this document in half and place the appropriate one on the computer the day before daylight savings begins or ends.

YOU MUST CHANGE THE COMPUTER'S INTERNAL CLOCK SOME TIME BETWEEN 4:00am AND 11:00pm 
ON THE DAY OF THE TIME CHANGE.












(in the springtime)

Good morning
Daylight Savings Time Begins Today!

THE FIRST TWO HOURS OF TODAY WILL BE CALLED "ST" NOT "AM"

The clock will run from 12:00st (standard time) to 1:59st.  

The next minute will be 3:00am.

The rest of the day will be treated as usual, am and pm.

YOU MUST CHANGE THE COMPUTER'S INTERNAL CLOCK SOME TIME BETWEEN 4:00am AND 11:00pm 
ON THE DAY OF THE TIME CHANGE.













(in the fall)

Good morning
Daylight Savings Time Ends Today!

THE FIRST TWO HOURS OF TODAY WILL BE CALLED "DT" NOT "AM"

The clock will run from 12:00dt (daylight time) to 1:59dt.  

The next minute will be 1:00am.

The rest of the day will be treated as usual, am and pm.

